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Education, Outreach and Awareness around the Grasslands
MULTISAR has had an Education, Outreach and Awareness component to its programming for more than 10 years,
incorporating multiple approaches to raise awareness of species at risk conservation. Partnerships are the foundation
to our outreach strategy and we have been collaborating with many groups, including rural schools, community groups,
stakeholders, agricultural groups, and conservation groups. In the summer of 2015, MULTISAR was part of many noteworthy events.
Southern Alberta Grazing School For Women at
Dinosaur Provincial Park
MULTISAR has been a part of the organizing committee of the Southern Alberta Grazing School for Women for over 10 years. This annual two-day event took
place at Dinosaur Provincial Park, and was sold out yet
again. Attendees participated in talks about livestock
fitness and welfare, aquatic invasive species, grazing
strategies, and why range and riparian health are important. They also had hands on experience with plant
identification and how to determine range and riparian
health.
Julie Landry-DeBoer

Green Day at Blackie School
To help celebrate Alberta’s Environment Week, MULTISAR travelled to Blackie and talked with students about
raptors and bats. To further engage the students, we
offered several hands-on activities, including building
artificial nest platforms and bat boxes, and playing a
grassland species at risk identification game.

Julie Landry-DeBoer

School Presentation in Coaldale
MULTISAR participated in summer school programing
at Jennie Emery Elementary School, where kids got to
play the native species identification game and have
hands-on experience with some of the equipment
used by MULTISAR biologists.
Continued on page 5

Julie Landry-DeBoer

Education, Outreach and Awareness around the Grasslands Continued
School Presentations in Blackie
MULTISAR assisted with “bat day” for grade 1 and 2 classes.
Youth Range Days in Kimball
MULTISAR was part of the organizing committee for youth range
days and assisted with running this three day event. Youth attending received presentations and hands-on experience on a
wide variety of topics including range management, riparian
management, bears, wolves, and bats.

Sandi Riemersma

Calgary Stampede
MULTISAR jointly hosted an environmental booth at
the Calgary Stampede. This is the third year MULTISAR
has participated with several other stewardship groups
and organizations to promote such things as grassland
conservation, species at risk conservation, and riparian
health. Over 100,000 people visited our booth.
Ed Sloboda

Range Management Course for Ranchers at One Four Research Ranch
Livestock producers from One Four Grazing Association and surrounding properties were invited to the One Four Research Ranch to assess rangeland health and practice their range management skills. MULTISAR, in addition to several
other rangeland agrologists and specialists, presented to this group on the MULTISAR approach. Participants were also
introduced to assessing the health of riparian areas by visiting a temporary wetland.
To have MULTISAR at your school or event, please contact info@multisar.ca.

Gerry Ehlert

Spraying Contractors Needed - Contact us today!
MULTISAR is putting out a call for contract sprayers to aid in the control of noxious weeds in southeast Alberta.
Qualified individuals will have:
- Current Certified Pesticide Applicators License – Landscape Class; and
- Liability and WCB coverage.
Contractors are required to supply their own equipment; high clearance or truck sprayers capable of traversing rough
and uneven terrain. Interested individuals are encouraged to contact MULTISAR.
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Producer Driven Projects
P

roducers that have chosen to complete a Habitat Conservation Strategy for their property have the added benefit
of having access to funding to implement range improvements. These range improvements can provide benefits to
their operations and to the wildlife that call their property home. Enhancements can range from simple projects like
protecting trees, to larger projects like upland watering sites and native grass restoration. Which projects are ultimately
decided on comes down to the producer and what they would like to see implemented on their land. Below are a few
examples of range improvements that producers have chosen to implement.

Carla Koenig

Upland Watering Sites

Producers choose to develop upland watering sites to attract cattle away from sensitive riparian areas. These sensitive areas are often identified by the Cows and Fish Program,
who MULTISAR hires to conduct riparian health assessments.
Healthy riparian areas offer a whole suite of benefits, including maintaining and improving water quality, storing water
and reducing flood damage, and trapping sediment, to name
a few. Many prairie wildlife species rely on riparian areas during at least a part of their lifecycle as well. Reducing grazing
pressure in riparian areas allows more shrubby growth, which
in turn benefits wildlife by providing things such as greater
nesting and foraging opportunities for birds; cover, shade,
and clear water for fish and amphibians; and shelter for everything from insects to small animals (like mice) to large animals (like deer). The upland watering sites themselves allow
cattle access to clean, fresh water and also allows for better
pasture utilization, especially in areas that the cattle seldom
venture. Increasing cattle movement into the uplands can also
help create areas of different grass heights (called heterogenic grass cover), which allows greater bird species diversity by
providing different habitat. For example, McCown’s Longspur
prefers short grass and Sprague’s Pipit prefers long grass. Burrowing owls like a mixture of both short and long grass.
Thus far, upland watering sites have been drilled water wells
or pasture pipelines used to move water to various locations
on the ranch. The picture to the right is an example of a drilled
water well that uses solar power to pump water into a large
storage tank, which then supplies water to two 16ft long gravity fed troughs.

Julie Landry-DeBoer

Upland watering site.

Hawk Poles

Hawk poles are erected for two reasons: 1) to provide a secure nesting site for the endangered ferruginous hawk; and
2) to provide a means of ground squirrel control for the producer, as a nesting pair of ferruginous hawks can consume
up to 500 ground squirrels in a single breeding season (i.e. over the spring and summer). Locations for hawk poles are
determined by the producer and MULTISAR staff to ensure there are no potential conflicts with other species nearby
and that there will be an adequate food supply close
to where the pole will be installed.
Hawk poles are often installed through in-kind support by companies like Altalink or Fortis who supply
the material, equipment, and manpower to erect
the poles in the desired locations. Hawk poles are
usually 21-24ft long and are buried about 8ft deep.
The nest platform is installed at 10-12ft and an additional perch is placed about 3ft above the nest. To
date, we have about a 67% success rate for ferruginous hawks using the poles, and surveys of these
nests showed that most of them produced 3 to 5
young. Some of the newer sites have been examined
by hawks this fall, and we hope they will be used this
upcoming spring.

Native Grass Restoration

Nora Balog

Hawk pole with five young ferruginous hawks.

Some of the largest and most extensive on the ground enhancements that we have partnered with producers on are
native grass restoration projects. These projects are a multi-year initiative that take the commitment of the producer
and MULTISAR staff to implement, but can yield significant results. We have collaborated with producers to restore 430
acres of marginal cropland back to native grasses. Patience is key to this work, as it can take a few years for the grasses
to fully establish. Generally speaking, cattle can often graze the restoration site during the first year to nip off the heads
of wheat that have come up voluntarily from the previous year’s crop. The second year is a complete rest year. Light
grazing usually starts on the third or fourth year depending on the amount of precipitation and corresponding growth
over the previous years.
This type of enhancement is a key win-win situation where producers benefit from having another 430 acres of grazing
land, and wildlife like the chestnut-collared longspur, Sprague’s Pipit, and other grassland birds get an additional 430
acres to nest in.

Lee Moltzahn

Marginal cropland reseeded to native grass in 2008. Photo on left is the
first year after reseed and photo on right is the reseeded area in 2014.

Lee Moltzahn

Fencing Projects

We have seen over the past 12 years that a lot of producers have a passion to maintain or enhance their riparian areas.
This has been noted through producers that have chosen to use portable solar fences to restrict cattle access to riparian
areas during sensitive times, fencing out portions of the riparian area to allow shrubs to develop, or simply protecting
young cottonwood trees.
Below is an example where the producer wanted to protect newly developing willow and poplar from cattle, deer, and
beaver to allow them to establish. Their cattle still have access to the river to drink but the fence prevents them from
disturbing the regrowth area.

Julie Landry-DeBoer

Cottonwood/willow enclosure.
We also have producers that are willing to protect lone cottonwood trees in
their river valley or even on the uplands as they provide shelter/shade for cattle
and nest sites for ferruginous hawks.

Julie Landry-DeBoer

Tree protection.

Paul Jones

Wildlife friendly fencing.
Wildlife friendly fence lines have been implemented on a number of properties, particularly double stranded smooth
bottom wire at least 18” high. This helps facilitate pronghorn movement underneath the fence line, as low barbed wires
can act as a barrier to pronghorn movement. Other producers have installed reflectors on the top wire to increase its
visibility and reduce the risk of collisions by wildlife.

Species Profile: Western Painted Turtle
Description: The Western Painted Turtle is so named for its brightly coloured shell, head and limbs.
Habitat: Western painted turtles are native to the Milk River Basin in Alberta. They prefer sunny, weedy ponds, lakes
and slow moving streams. There are several known native populations of the species within the Milk River Basin, however there are also a number of non-native sites where people have released pet non-native Western Painted Turtles.
Status: The Western Painted Turtle is currently listed under the Alberta General Status program as “sensitive”. If you
know of a potential native Western Painted Turtle site within the Milk River Basin or South Saskatchewan River Basin
please contact MULTISAR at info@multisar.ca.
Threats: There is limited information on the Western Painted Turtle populations in Alberta, and it is currently estimated
that there are fewer than 100 individuals. There are only a handful of known native populations located in Cypress Hills,
Lower Milk River and the Oldman River. Very small populations and local distribution of individuals therefore make
the species vulnerable to site specific habitat loss. Releasing pet Western Painted Turtles into the wild may
result in spreading disease and competition on our native populations.
Don’t Let it Loose: This is a new program within Alberta Environment and Parks.
Some key points to remember:
• Never release aquarium or domestic pond water,
plants, dead or live animals into water bodies. Common aquarium pond plants and animals, even native animals such as the Western Painted Turtle, can
become invasive when released into the wild, increasing competition for limited resources while potentially
spreading diseases to native species.
• Releasing aquatic species is illegal and can result in
large fines, or even jail time!

Dragomir Drajs Vujnovic

• To discard aquarium water and plants, pour the
water over dry land and freeze aquarium plants before throwing them in the garbage.
• Unwanted pets can be returned to pet stores, donated to schools or community organizations, or given away.
For more information visit http://aep.alberta.ca/ or call 1-855-336-BOAT (2628).

Ranch Like a Ross by Karen Crowdis - Get your copy today!

Read what it is like to ranch and steward 62,000 acres of native grassland in the Milk River area in Alberta Conservation
Association’s ‘Conservation’ magazine (Fall/Winter 2015). The article ‘Ranch like a Ross’, by Karen Crowdis, gives us a
glimpse into the world of John Ross and his family and some of the things they have learned about ranching over the
years. You can read the full article by downloading an electronic copy online at www.ab-conservation.com/mag, or you
can contact ACA for your free subscription to Conservation Magazine. Email info@ab-conservation.com with “E-mail
Subscription” in the subject line.
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